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SECOND EPISTLE OF ORSON PRATT, 


TO THE SAINTS SCATTERED THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES AND 
_ BRITISH PROVINCES GREETING : 


the Seer.) 


Dear Brethren— With a heart full of gratitude to the Great Giver 
ef every as and perfect gi hag His manifold mercies % blessings 
so liberally bestowed upon H Shar in the last days, I at- 
tempt to conileininleiit to you, through the medium of an istle, 
such items of instructions as will, no doubt, be in: 
teresting to you to learn. 


Utah, the Agen céhtral gathering from the Saints throughout 
the world, is Hocrithing condition ; her set- 


tleménts are idly © extending throughout the breadth of the Terri- 
tory is included between the els of 37° and 42° North, and be- 
= the méridians of 29° and 48° West of Washington ; or in other 
. itis about 350 miles broad from North to and abdut . 
650 miles long from Rast to West, including an area of about 225,000 
square miles.” “The Legislature during its first 1852, divided 
the Territory into twelve counties, namely— Weber Ms Daca 
Green Great Salt Utah Juab, “Millard, 
rie and Wash bounded by me- 
ridians, and els of vandne and a inelede the whole . Territory. 
By far the greater portion of this Territory consists of mountains and 
deserts entirely unfit for the habitation of. maa or aninials, the 
midst of these dreary waters may be seen, here and there, beautiful 
and fertile valleys, watered by erystal streams, formed by the meltin 
snows which are Jepoaied, during the winier, in vast abundance 
tains and v: ‘of eve are in 
the same latitudes in the States, th w in the most luxuriant abundante. 
Young fruit trees seem to be | and doing well : aang 


s 
UNDERSTAND. 


- have been produced for two or three years past. It is one of the best 
grazing countries in the world; the fine bunch grass will fatten cat- 
tle and horses equal to grain : it is seldom that farmers cut mueh hay, 
for the cattle can generally find good grazing the year reund. = 
_ Timber for building purposes is not found in the valleys, but it is 
_ procured from the mountains, and consists principally of pine and 
fir. Wood for fuel is also generally obtained in the mountains, al-— 
though in some of the more southern parts a scrubby cedar grows in 
places in the valleys: it is quite expensive and tedious to procure the 
necessary timber and fuel. Coal and iron‘ore abound in the south- 
ern counties, and probably in many other places where they are not 
yet discovered. And most happily gold, silver, and other precious 
metals, do not, to any great extent, trouble Utah’s soil; or at least, 
the people have not been so unfortunate as to discdver them during 
the infancy of their settlements. ail 
_ The climate in midsummer is dry and hot: thermometer, during 
the middle of the day, frequently ranging, in the shade from 90" to 
105° Fahrenheit and mornings getierally cool, being re- 
_ freshed by mountain breezés,. The atmosphere is pure and healty, and 
very bracing and invigorating to the system. That dreadful scourge 
the cholera, which as found its way into almost every nook and eor- 
ner of our globe, ‘has net yet been permitted.to scale the summit of 
the “ everlasting hills,” and enter kan healthful vales. The win- 
‘ters are mild. Snow, seldom falling in the valleys but a few inches 
in depth, soon disappears under the warming inflyences of the bright 
rays of the sun, as they penet without. much obstruction, the 
serene, almost cloudless, and rarified atmiosphere of that elevated re- 
ion. Spring and autumn are also mild; though given to more sud- 
n transitions from cold to heat, and from heat to cold, than climates 
of the same latitudes on the Atlantic coast. etables, corn, 
&e., are frequently injured by untimely frosts. - inds are exceed- 
ingly variable, shifting almost every da y: to.the four points of the 
compass. Heavy. showers are but when they do come, they are 
generally accompanied with thunder and hail,. and sometimes with 
The lowest of these vallies are elevatad more than 4000 feet above 
the sea level; while the elevation of some of the more,southern ones, 
where settlements.are formed, is near 6000 feet. The mountains, in 
many places in the immediate vicinity of the settlements, tower up 
inrugged majestic grandeur from 4000 to 7000 feet in perpendicu- 
lar height above the valliés.:- ‘The summits-of these mountains, whit- 
ened with eternal snows, glisten in the sunbeams and exhibit scene- 
ries, of the most dazzling splendor ‘and-picturesque beauty, as if 
covered with the glories of like 


There are several small tribes, or rather bands of Indians inhabit- 
ing different parts of thé territory, who are’sonk in the lowest depths 
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of darkness, degradation, and misery. These bands wander over the 
territary, often robbing and murdering one another, and stealing when- 
ever they have a favorable opportunity. They live mostly on ber- * 
ries, roots, crickets, fish, and such small game as they may be able 
to‘ procure with the bow and arrow. They are almost entirely naked. 
Sometimes, though very rarely, they have tents or wigwams formed 
of the skins of animals ; but most ee they live in caves, or in 
a thick cluster of bushes, without much shelter, except a few limbs 
of small trees, bent down, and loosely covered with branehes. Since 
ing y imporved: many are begin to and thus 
nich with blanketa and in some instances 
with houses which the Saints lave erected for them ; althongh of late, 
through the treacherous, restless, and warlike spirit of Walker, one 
of their principal chiefs, they have been stirred up to hostilities, and 
have committed some depredations; but through the wise and ener- 
getic policy of Governor Young, in placing all the settlements in a 
state of defence, and in giving strict counsel to the Saints to act 
only on the defensive, it is to be hoped that they will soon see their 
folly, and cease their hostilities, and learn that the Saints are their 
friends, and not their enemies. 


The population of Utah numbers from thirty to thirty-five thousand 
and is annually incrsaging by the emigration of the Saints from the 
different nations of ‘the earth. A chain of settlements have been 
formed extending north and south some 350 miles. Many small 


cipal villages and cities of the territory, named in the order of their 
succession, commencing on the north: Rrownsvi 0 Great 


of settlements, is appointed as the seat of government, at which place 

the state-house is built. Great Salt Lake city is by far the largest 

and most populous in the ohne Sy covers an area of several 
uare miles, and contains from eight to ten thousand inhabitants. 
e streets are eight rods wade, Areening 

and running north and south, east 


ight es 
toch conten 


privileges by the Legislature. The following are some of the prin- 
Salt Lake, Lehi, Provo, Springville, Nephi, Manti, Fillmore, Parovan, 
and Cedar cities. Fillmore city ‘being near the centre of this chain 
ten acre lividec met Froas wide by twanty 
long, affording an acre and one quarter fora spot en 
to each family. One of these tare ered 
ings, on which a tabernacle has and that-will 
accommodate about 3,000 persons. _ A: temple also is to be reared 
upon the same, the foundation of whieh wag laid on the 6th of April : 
last. This whole bloek is fast being qnctyees by a high wall, encir- 
cling a large public joiners’ shop which is to be used in the construc-. 
tion of the temple. With common prosperity amd. the blessings of 


heaven in a few years will be seen a large and magnificent temple, 
with its towers pointing towards heaven, erected upon that lovely 
“and consecrated spot. There are several other public buildings it 
the city, among which may be mentioned the Social Hall and Council 
‘House; in the latter of which the Legislature have as yet held their 
sessions. 

Great attention is being paid to the erection of school-houses, and 
the education of youth. And it is to be fondly hoped, that the rising 
generation in Utah will be-generally and thoroughly educated in 
every useful branch of learning and-science. A foundation is being 
Jaid, broad and deep, to accomplish this most desirable object. It is 

| in contemplation to erect a ar egw University, in which the 
higher departments of science .wilt be extensively taught: that Utah, 
being filled with the knowledge of heaven ‘and earth, may be as a 
great light upon the mountains which shall be seen by the nations 
| afar off, and cause ‘many of them to exclaim, ‘ Come, let us arise, 
| and go up unto the mountains of ‘Zion, unto. the house of the God of 
| Jacob, that we also may be taught in. His ways and instructed in 
| ' His paths ;. for there are no. people like the inhabitants of Zion, full 
of wisdom, knowledge, and power: their laws are founded in justice, 
equity, and truth; and their officers execute righteousness in the 
land; peace and salyation are within their borders; and the Holy 
One of Israel is their strength forevermore.” 
Many good flourishing mills are in operation, and also many saw 
mills. It is the intention of the Saints to establish. manufactories of 
various descriptions, and as much as possible- produce within them- 
selves, from the raw material, all kinds of useful.machinery, cloths, 
domestics, prints, shawls, hats, leather, pots, kettles, stoves, all kinds 
of farming utensils, hardware, earthenware, tinware, chairs, tables, 

bedsteads, sugar, paper, glass, nails, mechanic tools, and every thi 

else which will tend to the peace, comfort, welfare, prosperity, an 
happiness of the territory. Many of these ‘branches of business are 
already in successful speration ; and by and perse- 
verance, the Saints will nof, after a few years, be dependant on 
an or even the States, for the necessaries and luxuries 

Up to, the present time, farmers have found a ready market for all 
their surplus grain and other productions, through the. increased 
number of the Saints which. annually pour into the territory, and 
also through.the overland California emigration which, for the most 
part, pass Utah and recruit themselygs witha fresh. supply 
of provisions. Horses, mules, cattle, and sheep,’ find ready sale in 
California. The great facilities presented for raising stock without 
much expense; will. cause that branch of business to be one of the 

| most profitable and lucrative of any in theeountry. 

It is required of all the Saints to give one-tenth of all their pro- 
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per as tithing, which is given into the hands of the principal 
ishop Or his agetitesto be under the control of the First Presidency 
of ‘the Church, forthe erection of Church buildings and other public 
‘works ;" and-alée to be applied to whatever object may be considered 
fot the Benefit of the Saints. The Saints also are required to give 
one-tenth of theit annual income: as tithing for the same purposes 
“Independent of the tithing, another fund has been ‘raised by the — 
voluntary ‘donations of the Saints throughout the world, called, 
“The Perpetual’ Emigrating Fond.” .This fund is intended to 
assist the- poor among the’ Saints in gathering out frour all nations. 
Those ‘whom the: agents. assist through the mediam of 
are requirett'to give a written bond or obligation) that*they wil 
refund by their labour otherwise, after they arrivé in Utah, 
the amount whith has been expended ‘for their benefit. By this 
policy Hundreds of the poor are gathered anually, and still the 
fund in the end is not diminished. It now amogats*to upwards of 
thirty thousand ‘dollars, and wil, :no doubt, throngh the liberality 
of the Saints, shortly be swelled to ten times,that sum." 
The Saints throughout the United States atd’ British ‘provinces 
are required to forward, by letter or otherwise, their tithings to 
me, according to the instructions of the, First Presidenty, in their 
letter of appointment to me, published in. the, first No, of the first 
volume of the “Seer,” Let all the Saints remember, both rich 
and poor, that thg Lord requires them to give the value of one- 
tenth. part of all they possess. If any Saint possess ten dollars, 
‘ one dollar of the same is the Lord’s; if he possess ten millions 
of dollars, one million is. the Lord’s. And let every Saint remem- 
ber that after he has given one-tenth of all he possesses, he must 
still coatinue to give each year one-tenth of his income: whether 
such. income arises from labour, business, increase of stock, or in 
any other way; one-tenth thereof.is the Lord’s, and should be 
given to him every year. How many of the Saints in our field 
of labour are delinquents? How many have failed to comply 
with the word of the “Lord in regard to the payment of their 
tithing? . Let them ‘remember also, that those whose names are 
not found on the tithing books, as having paid up the full amount 
of their tithing, can in uo wise be permitted to enter ‘the holy 
temple and receive their endowments; those great and holy temple 
ordinances, ‘instituted’ from before the foundation of the world, as 
the only means by which the Saints-can be exalted to thé fulness 
of celestial glory, will be withheld-frem them, until the debt is 
cancelled: it is adebt which you owe the Lord, and it is for 
your good to pay it; as for the faithful servants of God, it mat-_ 
ters not to them whether you: pay. your tithing or not; the Church 
cau get along without it: it is only for your own good that you 
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are exhorted to obey the Lord ip this thing, kppwing:that if you 


fail, you cannot receive the blessing 
the of Mormon ant p published ter the 
ang Welsh a transla- 


translate it into 
circumstances will e 


have, also been ted into sevéral 
other publications of the Church. 
trine of the has pare. 
der Stenho 
in the French lang 
monthly ne 
if now has ki cireulati eighteen 
nD a weekly OR | 
thousand. Besides all these, hundreds of thous of pamphlets 
have been widely circulated in the British Isles, in Europe, ox 


Australia, Pacific Islands, and America, elucidating the doctrines’ 
the Saints. 


communicated, "274 1601 Bapti 
30,690 Total. ned 


in the Society Islands in the spring of 1852, the Saints numbered 
between 1500 and 2000; these were scattered over some 20 Islands, 
and were greatly pe rsecuted by the mor Catholies and the French 
authorities; many were severe a re of others 
closely confined ; and others s auth death their only 
crime consisted of meeting r 


At a Conference, held on the 9th of last March on one of the 


~ Sandwich Islands, ye were represented 18 Missionaries from Utah 
and about 1200 Saints who dwell on different Islands of the group. 


From a letter, dated Apri bye 1853, the work is rapidly progress- 
ing at Honolulu, as having been esr one day. 
A branch of about 80 newly persons just been or 
ganized. 


On the 28rd of July Inst, the. French Mistion consiited‘of 8 Con- 
ferences,*9 Branches, and a total of 337 members, including officers. 
i) The work in ‘Ttaly,, Switzerland, and Germany is slowly, but 
steadily progressing. In Denmark, Sweden, and Norway, persecu- 
tion rages: the Saints are ine at imprisoned, and mo for. 
: preaching, praying, and baptizing ; and yet hundreds are constantly 
!) embracing doctrine. Asia the work progresses but slowly ; . 


2 given to the Missionaries to 
der heaven as fast as time and 
svelations and Commandments 
| The Statistical Report of the Church of fhe Saints in the British 
t Islands for the half year ending June 30th, 1858, gives the follow- 
ne « mnference Sra nena Newantiac 


but as. there bave been a number of Missionaries lately sent to 
China, Hindoston, Kast Indies, and Siam, it is likely that we shall, 
before many,months, obtain good news from them. At Malta many 
have -been baptized, and the truth is spreading. Baptisms have 
commenced at Gibraltar, and at the Cape of Good Hope some are 
investigating the fulness of the Gospel. 
~ A large company of Danish Saints haye already emigrated to 
Utah. A few Ge Saints left Hamburgh the 13th of August, on 
their way to Salt Lake. 
A few ate being baptized into the Charch in several of the States, 
A. large. colony of «the Saints is founded in Southern California 
under the Presidency of Amasa Lyman and Charles C. Rich, two of 
I shall not, attempt, in this short epistle, to give one hundredth 
part of the interesting news which begins to pous in from all nations 
wherever the Latter-day Saint Missionaries are sent. Surely thé 
Gospel. will. soon be preached as a witness to all the world prepara- 
tory to thé coming of our Lord. What are the Saints in the United 
mercy Are they asleep? Have their lamps gone out? I 
marvel at the apparent drowsiness and lethargy that seem to hang 
heavily over some of them. But this is not to be wondered at; for 
many that have had means, ‘have néglécted the great-command of 
God to gather with His people ; such can no more enjoy the spirit of 
this work and the approbation of heaven, than the wicked, ungodly 
sects with whom they are surrounded. God will net give them His 
po lage manifest a sincere and humble repentance of their 
gathering; let such, beware, lest hour they 
think not, the wrath of God. shall fall heavily upon them, and they 
~~ in their sins. God is not to be mocked jn this dis 
y those who profess His name. They will go forward in obedience, 
to every command, or go backward in coldness and apostacy. And, 
oh! how: awful .is the condition of them who apostatize from this . 
Church! far better: would .it have been for 
been born, for they are to be cursed with the heaviest; of all cursings, 
because they sin against so great light. 
For the prosperity of the work, I would suggest that each Branch 
raise a abel ption for the purpose of procuring quantities of the’ 
various tracts which we have on-hand, and which can be circulated 
by lending. them through their respectiye neighbourhoods, atid. thus 
many may be brought to the knowledge of the truth., This plan has 
been adopted with great success in England, and in other parts of 
the world. In England tract distributors.go round once a week, eol- 
lecting such tracts as have been formerly left, and leaving others in 
their stead; in this manner tens of thousands learn the truth, that 
would otherwise remain ignorant. ° 


them, ifthey had never _— | 
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Every Elder and Priest should diligently seek to.epen new.doors 
for preaching, and labour with-all patience with the inhabitants, 
endeavouring to e them to repentance: it maybe that some 
few will repent, Ged shall visit the nation; aecording to' that 
which is decreed against ‘them in the Book of Mormon and other 
revelations. At any rate, it-is necessary that you should faithfully 
discharge every duty ‘in ‘Telation to them, that your garments 
be clean in the day of visitation, and that the sins of the peop 
may be upon their own heads. 
thren of the Priesthood, keep Aenea a and. tted 
before God; and if you know of any man in the Church, who al- 
ready has a wife, seeking to enter into covenant with any: other 
female, know. assuredly that he has transgressed, and unless ‘lie 're- 
pent, let him be cut off fon the Church. ea 
_ Have nothing to do with these persons who deal-with familiar 
spirits under the-names of “ Mesmerism,” “ Electro. 
‘ Spirit Rappings,” “ Table Movings,” .“ Writing Mediums,” &c. 
for they will darken your minds, and bring you ‘to destruction ; ‘they 
are the spirits of ess let loose. on’ this generation because’ of 
their wickedness; and they will increase more and more upon ‘the 
earth until the coming of C as the Scriptures predict.» 
The Saints should take with them every variety of choice garden 
seeds ; ,and the seeds of all kinds-ef fruits ;.and-alee the ches- 
nut, hickorynut, black walnut, butternut, and various.other-kinds: of 
nuts. other things, donot forget.the different: kinds ef the 
best grass and clover seed.. The seeds of the various kinds of useful 
herbs should be remembered. finally, every thing inthe vege- 
would. the eye, the taste, or the smell; or adorn and: beautify 
your habitations, your gardens, or your fields, should be taken along 
and planted in the-soil of Utah. | 
. Sapply yourself plentifully with every variety: of useful schoo 
books for your children, together with ‘historical and scientific works 
of every description; but leave novels and fictitious works behind to 
satisfy the perverted appetites of the children of darkness, whose 
souls delight in lies and fiction, far above the great truths of heaven. 
Let the Elders and officers preach faith, repentance, baptism, and 
the first principles of the Gospel, and doctrines as are plain and 


» easy to be understood; an the people wish to learn the deep 
| mysteries of the om, tet theni embrace the Gospel and go up 
~ unto‘ the mountain of the ’s house. If they wish to learn the 


particulars of Celestial Marriage, baptism for the dead, and such like 
doctrines, refer them to our printed-works where they cap read these 
‘things at ‘their leisure. Remember that you: have not time to preach 
and explain all-these things to the people; for God has sent you to 
preach repentance and the first principles of salvation, and if man- 
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kind will .notseceive will te of no 
benefit te them. have to defend 
such times, emer om shall-direct, and be sure to connect your de- 
fence pr ye such plain principles of doctrine as shall be likely to-do’ 
the peo fr ee. — servants will follow good and wise counsels; 
and wi preach by gi and of the Holy G host; bat those 
who give no heed, wi preach their‘own folly th in preeept'and- 
The ‘attention: of the Saints is called ‘to the list of Latter-day Saint 
publieations, furnished in the pare which has been forwarded to’ 
them; ‘Fhe Saints should lib y themselves‘and théir chil- 
dren ‘with copies: of each of 
more to them: than gold, or silver, or the rich treasures of the.eatth. 
The Saints frequently transgress through ignorance and 
act to procare and read the Chureh 
ons; such ignorance is inex and suc 
if not nted of, be punished. te 
The s of the times ‘are portentous, and clearly indicitte the’ 
approaching downfal of the nations, and the overtursing of ‘king-. 


doms, empires, and to the ming 
and.his personal: reign on the-eurth. individual, therefore, 
the Saints should be awake to perform quickly and in’ righteousness 
every duty required of: him. 

Among other things, there are many of ‘the Saints who ghre no 
heed, in the: least; to what God has said in a revelation, er amar 
“The Word of Wisdom ;” they treat it with perfect indifference 
yea, worse, some even boast of their disobédience to’this: and | 
almost laugh atthose who attempt to Poor 
day will come when they will mourn and nt, and that bn, when 
it is too lateto retrieve an ill-spent life: when the destroying 
will teach them that every word of God meang-something, andy: 
none of his sayings.can be neglected with need te the There must po 
a great reformation — all the Saints in to this 
well as many others, before they can "the: 

There are others, who call themselves Saints, who neither} ay in 
their families nor in secret, but are as cold gs the northern b in 


regard to their duties towards God, towards their f and’ to» 
wards the Church. Such had far-better-be.out of the Ch 


in 
it ; ‘God. rill of Als as corrupt. fruit. which: 
has lost its flavonr. 


There are others, whose names aré enrolled 


think more of their pro than they do of salvation. “Such say in* 
their hearts, We will wait while before we ga ‘to Utah ; it’ 
may be that the Saints will be driven again, and we Yosé. our: 
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‘Kingdom of must ‘be willing to sacrifice all things 
thereof’; ‘and he that is not: willing to do this wil 


Presidency—to the Twelve, and to all the faithiad autho authorities the 
-Charch. « Use-every exertion to flee out from the: corruptions of the 
to obtain for, yourselves, an: ‘inheritance 


Saints must learn one Jesson, namely, that. all w 


the same. 


le of God; for the 
Jong and dreary night awaits them ; sal apemsemh-ab: fear 


tos His commandments the pan of: eousness will 


and their no more go 
be unto them an everating ght, which shal 


both temporally 
in the. 


ORSON, PRATT. 


ot caret desire for your salt 


Washin D. 


SKETCH OF THE LIFE. OF SIDNEY RIGDON. | 


ther, was a native of Hartford county 

1743,.and died May. o in the | 
of bie age... Wil igdon was the son of ‘Tomes 
Lucy, D. Was a native 


| property if We wilk:be in. a few 
} ture Woe-unto-such; fer: they. speedily repent, they shall 
| perish and their property with them. Such: covetous hypocrites are 
not worthy-of the kingdom of or any of ite blessinga,!;but they 
| will go down.te hell to keep com 
win’ waerhereac nto A hraham’s hoew at we @ 
| nter the 
sake 
| and his 
| ‘Finally, dear brethren;: let me exhort you, with all the earnestness 
of an humble servant: of’ God, who is‘deeply interested for, your sal- 
vation, te refrain be examples of righteousness 
ners. the Book of Mormon, and the reve- 
i sies given through the Prophet Joseph, and obe 
| shine 
tion 
i] jun 
[FROM THE MILLENWIAL STAR.” 
Srougx. 8, born in Saint Clair township, Alleghany 
| 
Baker and 


tnok place in the youthfal days of 
stifles If to say, that he continued-at dary of. 
owing the eecupation’of a farmer, until:hée was seventeen. years 
age, when his father died; ‘ater which event, he continneden the. _ 
farm with his’ mother; until he was twenty-six years of 4 


In twenty-fifth he connected himself with wh 
of the Rev. Seria | 


united 
illips, clergyman fr fre 


, 
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city, aud all anid persuasions 
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of the, State of Maryland, and was the son of Thomas Baker Rig- 
the same order: Duting contintasice. with him, he r 33 
om ons ‘no more, ‘Th: 
<A pimonth of Msy of the same year, he left the State : 
| to ‘Trumbell: county, State of Ohio, and 
| his residence at the house of ‘Adamson Bentley, a preact 
became acquainted: with: sto he was married on, 
the 1820../-She was-a native fhe Stata of 
preach in that | 
try until November;‘1821, when he was requested. 
tist’ Church of the'tity of Pittsburgh, to take the 
said church, ‘which invitation he» accepted,’ and “in: 
and entered immediately upon : 
preach to ‘that-ehurch with | | 
commenced his labours in that church, and for some time before, the 
church was in pie’ low state, and much confusion existed in. conse-, 
— of the uct of their former pastor. However, soon after 
Ider Rigdon commenced his labours, there was a pleasing change 
: number of members pidly increased, and it soon became one of the: 
fer 
plexed with the fea: that, ‘the doctrines. maintaieed by that. 
these occasions wére for, according ta his views of 
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the Word of God, no other cherch with lag or 
that he was acquainted with, was'right consequently to 
disavow the dvetrine of: the ehurch wi th: ‘whom thé#associ- 
Sar he kuew of no other way of obtainiyg a livelfhodd, exeept by 
men Tabour, and at that time wife and thre children to 


hand was wealth, popularity, end on the 
tothing but poverty an 

After mature: deép reflection, and solemn pra rte his 
heavenly. Father, the resolve was madé, and the important was 


taken;:and in the month of ‘August, A.D. 1824, after labouring 


among ‘that people two yearsand six months; -he ‘made his: 
determination to withdraw froni thé church, as he ‘could no longer 
hold the doctrines taught and maintained by This 
was like a. clap of thunder—amazement "seized 
¥etired from ‘the ministry, .an ving” 
whiekte his ramet hesides his-own industry, he 
sitated to find other %mployment in order'to provide ‘for his tdainte- 
Denes; ‘and for:this purpose he engaged in the‘humble capacity of: 
journeyman ‘tanuer in that city, and followed’ bis 
without, murmuring, for two years, during which tine’ he daw 
ond experienced, that by resigning ‘his pastoral vocations iu that city, | 
ond engaging | in the humble occupation of a tariner,he-had lost’*many 
the greatest « friendship, and. whd mapifested the 
ter bis when he was seen. by them in the 
the employment of atanner, there was no longer that 


nrtesy; arid friendship manifested—that many of- his for- 
mer friea@é became estranged and looked upon on with eolness 
‘obvious to admit of deception. 
ane labouring for two years as a tinner, he to Bain- 
bridge, Geauga county, Ohio, where it was known that he had been 
a preacher, ‘and had gained considerable distinction as a public 
aker; and the ye 4 soliciting him to preach, he complied with 
it request. From this time forward, he devoted himself to the 
work of the ministry, confining himself to no.creed, but held up the 
Bible asthe rule of faith, and - advocating those doctrines which had 
been subject of his and Mr. Campbell's vies, re- 
pentance.and baptism for the remigsion of sins. 

He continued ‘to: labour in,that vigiolty one year, “and during | tse 
time hie former success. attended his Jabours. . Large numbers inva- 
artended bis meetings. While he laboured in that neighbour- 

ded, ‘he was: instrumental in building up large and 
in the town of Mantua, Portage county Ohio. 

After labouring i in, that neighbourhood one year, he ‘Teceived a very 
pressing invitation to: Temove to the town of M Mentor;. in the same 
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county,, about thirty. miles from nd within ‘a few. 


from Lake he somesime afterwardg ied. with. 
persons by whom particu 1 $9. 
af Bap chur whigh: 


the rem 
viduals, had, by. their, i in good 
one of the delightf that cou | 
mme 
vation w e 
When it, was known. where 


no lo r} th assent 
no to contain e vast ne 

gated Loe so that he. had to rep 
canopy of heaven; and in the woods and in th 
the multitudes whigh to hear him ‘wat. his pi 

vain, It was not em | 


Wit’ 


was courted by the learded.and intelligent, and the 
miums. were bim for his: ore, ant wl 


work of the ministry engaged sll his nd: 
of hie be laboured with unceasing diligence. 


Dering, this. state of. une duccéss, the prospect 
wi 


circumstahces,, 


it was the truths. which. were, imparted; the intel ence wh ith: was 
when he Isvoured the occupation. of y 
sisted of his wife and’six children, and: lived in Very 
nished frame house, ‘hardly eapable‘of nakiig 


118 
_ which affords a clear proof that his affections were not set upon 
things-of a worldly nature or secular.aggrandisement. —_ 

Alter ‘he had laboured in that vicinity some time, and having re- 
ceived but little pecuniary aid, members of .the church which he 
had'built up, held a meeting to take his circumstances into consider- 
ation,’ and provide for his wants, and place him in a situation suitable 

to the hi h and important office which he sustained in the church. 
i They resolved upon erecting him a suitable residence, where he could 
‘| make his family comfortable, and accommodate his numerous triends 

| who visited him. A committee was appointed to make a purchase of 
land, and to erect such buildings as were necessary. ‘The committee 
soon made a purchase of a farm, in a beautiful situation in that town- 
ship; made contracts for erecting a suitable: dwelling-house, stable, 
barn, &c., and soon made a commencement on the house, and had a 
quantity of the building materials on the spot. Hé being held in the 
highest respect by that people, they entered upon the work with 
se 08 and seemed to vie with each other in their labours of love, 
lieving it a duty to make their beloved pastor and his family com- 
' fortable.. His prospects with regard to temporal things were now 
brighter than they ever had been,-and he felt happy in the midst of a 
a0 who had every disposition to promote his welfare. | 
Under these pleasing circumstances, and enjoying this full tide of 
prosperity, he hardly thought that, for his attachment to truth, he 
would see the prospect blasted, and himself and family reduced to a 
humble situation than before. 
'- At'this time, it being at the fall of a. p. 1830, Elders Parley P. 
Pratt, Ziba Peterson, Oliver Cowdery, and Peter Whitmer, called at 
that town, on their way to the western boundary of the State of Mis- 
souri, testifying to the truth of the *‘ Book of Mormon,” and that 
the Lord had raised up a Prophet, and restored the Priesthood. Pre- 
vious to this, Elder Parley P. Pratt had been a Preacher in the same 
ehorch as Elder Rigdon and resided inthe town of Amherst, Lorraine 
country, in that State, and had been sent into the State of New York 
oh a mission, where he became acquainted with circumstances of the 
coming forth of the Book of Mormon, and was introduced to Joseph 
Smith, jun.,-and others of the Church of Latter-day Saints. After 
listening to the ‘Festimony of the *‘ witnesses,” and reading the “ Book,” 
he’ becatne convinced that it was of God, and that'the principles which 
they taught, were the principles of truth. He was then baptized, and 
“was ovdal ned an Elder, and began ‘to preach,-and: from 
that time became a strendovs advocate of the truth. 


“Believing there were many in the Church with whom he had for- 


= mierly been united, who were honest seekers after truth, induced him 


while on the journey to the west, to call upon his friends, and make 
known the great things which the Lord had brought to pass. The 
first house at which they called was Elder Rigdon’s, and after the 
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usual salutations, presented “him with the Book of 

that it was a revelation fremGod. This-being.the first time he h 
ever heard of, or seen, the'Book of Mormon, he felt very much pre- 
judiced at the-assertion, and replied, that he had one Bible which be 
lieved was a revelation from God, and with which he to 
pon which 


have some acquaintance ; but with respect to the. book 
sented him, he must say that he had considerable doubt. 
they expressed a desire to investigate the subject, and argue the mat 
ter; but he replied, “ no, young gentlemen, you must not argue with 
me on the subject; but I will read your book, and see. what claim it 
has upon my faith, and will endeavour to ascertain whether it be a re» 
they ny the object before te 
su y ex a desire to lay.the su ore the | , 
an uested the privilege of thing to Elder Rigdon’s church, to 
which he readily consented. The appointment was 
lished, and a large and respectable congregation assembled. iver 
Cowdery and Parley P..Pratt severally addressed ‘the meeting. At 
the conclusion, Elder Rigdon arose, and.stated'to the ¢o ; 
that the information they had that evening received, was: of-an’extra- 
ordinary character, and certainky demanded thejr, most..serious, con- 
sideration ; and as the: Apostle advised his. brethren:** to ‘prove all 
things, and hold fast that which is good,” se:he would exhort his bre- 
thren to do likewise, and give. the matter a careful . inve and 
not turn against it without being fully convinced of its ‘being an im- 
position, lest they should, possibly, resist the truth. ua. 
After the meeting broke up, the brethren returned home-with Elder 
Rigdon, and conversed: the important. things which they had 
roclaimed. He. inf them thatshe should read the Book of 
ormon, give it a full investigation, and then would franiely, tell them 
his mind and feelings on the subject-—told them they were -welcome 
to abide at his house until he had opportunity.of reading iti nope 
About two miles from Elder a at the town of Kirtland, 
were a number of the members of his church, who lived together 
and had all things in common-—from which circumstance has risen — 
the idea that this was the case with the church of. deaus; Christ—to 
which place they immediately repaired and proclaimed:the Gospel, to 
them, with some considerable success; for their testimony; was re 
ceived by many of the people, and seventeen came, forward im 
_, While thus: engaged, they visited Elder Rigdon occasionally, and 
found him very earnestly engaged in reading. the Book of; Mormon, 
—praying to the Lord for direction, and meditating onthe things: be 
heard and read.; and after a fortnight from the time the book was 
ut in his hands, he was fully convinced of the truth of: the work, 
by a revelation from Jesus Christ, which was made known to him i 
a remarkable manner, so. that he could exclaim, ‘‘ flesh and bli 
hath not revealed it unto nie, but my Father which is in heaven,” 


